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case-he parked a short distance from his destination, on a parallel street. He walked the last three blocks..EARLY CHRISTMAS EVE, gallery brochure in hand, Junior

returned to his apartment, puzzling over mysteries that had nothing to do with guiding stars and virgin births..For a moment, Junior drew a blank on Renee. Reluctantly, he

trolled the past and fished up the painful memory: the gorgeous transvestite in the Chanel suit, heir or heiress to an industrial-valve fortune..Opening his eyes blinking back

his tears just as more agonizing contractions knotted his abdomen, he could see ribbons of red in the watery green mess that gushed from him. Bright red. Gastric blood

would be dark. This must be pharyngeal blood. Unless an artery had ruptured in his stomach, torn by the incredible violence of these intransigent spasms, in which case he

was puking his life away..Celestina White was the center of attention, always surrounded by champagne-swilling, canape--gobbling bourgeoisie who would have been

shopping for paintings on velvet if they'd had less money..Jacob intended to carry the luggage, and Edom announced that he would carry Barty. The boy, however, insisted

on making his own way to the house..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here,

listening..To prove himself, he read a little of Dickens when she requested it, a passage from Great Expectations. Then a passage from Twain.."Would you pretend to wake

up if I tried to smother you?" asked Detective Vanadium..The musician's behavior required explanation. After wending through the crowd, Junior located the man in front of

a painting so egregiously beautiful that any connoisseur of real art could hardly resist the urge to slash the canvas to ribbons..Risking all, he turned his back on her and fled,

and in spite of his expectations to the contrary, she allowed him to escape..efficiency of a nurse, but as a courtesan might perform the task: smiling enticingly, a flirtatious

glimmer in."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all. And then lots of places where I have it worse or don't have it as bad, but still have it some.".Turning

away from the window, Tom met her gaze. His smoke-gray eyes looked frosted, as though the fog ghosts had passed through the window and possessed him. But then the

flame on the table candle flared in a draft; lambent light melted the chill from his eyes, and she saw again the warmth and the beautiful sorrow that had impressed her

before.."I knew," said Wally, braking for a red traffic light, "that you'd be thinking of Phimie now, and thinking of her would lead you to your father's words, because as short

as her life might have been, Phimie was a Bartholomew. She left her mark."."The doctors," he continued, "needed to repair damage to the left frontal sinus, the sphenoidal

sinus, and the sinus cavernous, which had all been partially crushed by that pewter candlestick. Frontal, malar, ethmoid, maxillary, sphenoid, and palatine bones had to be

rebuilt to properly contain my right eye, because it sort of ... well, it dangled. That was just for starters, and there was considerable essential dental work, as well. I elected

not to have any cosmetic surgery.".He was confused initially, frowning at the heart monitor and at the IV rack that loomed over him. When his eyes met Celestina's, his gaze

clarified, and the smile that he found for her brought as much light into her heart as the diamond ring he had slipped onto her finger so few hours before..He switched on his

flashlight. In the beam, on the blacktop, a silver disc. Like a full moon in a night sky..They had a few days for quiet celebration of this astonishing recovery of his sight, and

in that time, she never tired of watching him read to her. He didn't think she even listened closely. It was the fact of him made whole that lifted her spirits so high as they

were now, not any writer's words nor any story ever written..This Detroit-built gondola would swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it

onward..Prosser-fifty-six, a widower, an accountant-had a thirty-year-old daughter, Zelda, who was an attorney in San Francisco. Junior had driven to Terra Linda

previously, to research the accountant; he already knew Prosser had no connection to Seraphim's fateful child..For the past two days, Junior had eaten only binding foods,

and late this afternoon, he had taken a preventive dose of paregoric, as well..He wasn't entirely sure what all he hoped to find. Perhaps an envelope or a cash box with

folding money, which a fleeing murderer would surely pause to take with him. Suspicions might be raised if he left it behind. Perhaps a savings-account

passbook..Apparently, he didn't lean back far enough, because amazingly he landed on his feet in the winter-faded grass. The shock buckled him, and he dropped to his

knees. Still cradling Grace, he lowered her to the ground as gently as he'd ever lowered fragile Perri onto her bed-quite as if he had planned it this way..He had been

warned about this accuracy issue by the thumbless young thug who delivered the weapon in a bag of Chinese takeout, in Old St. Mary's Church. Junior tended to believe

the warning, because he figured the eight-fingered felon might have been deprived of his thumbs as punishment for having forgotten to relay the same or an equally

important message to a customer in the past, thus assuring his current conscientious attention to detail..At Thanksgiving dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in

the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting announcement over the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go,
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after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there

is one special place beyond all the ways things are, one shining place.."Oh, that's me, all right. I'm on the FBIs most-wanted list for criminal pie jostling.".The way one does

research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the so-called real world do. Even if

we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own

experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now,

but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least

glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along

with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the baggage wagons..When Victoria

finally calmed her racing heart, she returned the spoon to the tray on the nightstand, stoppered the carafe, and said, "That's enough for now, Mr. Cain. In your condition,

even too much I melted ice might trigger renewed vomiting.".By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the sympathy of Knacker,

Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his suspicion worn

away..Vanadium sat in the chair, watching. With the perfect control of a sleight-of-hand artist, he turned a quarter end-over-end across the knuckles of his right hand,

palmed it with his thumb, caused it to reappear at his little finger, and rolled it across his knuckles again, ceaselessly..When Frieda finished retching and passed out in a

heap, Junior left her on the floor and immediately set out to explore her rooms..For a while, Junior half convinced himself that the quarter in his cheeseburger, in December

'65, was a meaningless coincidence, unrelated to Vanadium. His short tour of the kitchen, in search of the perpetrator, had given him reason to believe the diner's sanitary

standards were inadequate. Recalling the greasy men on that culinary death squad, he knew that he'd been fortunate not to discover a dead rodent spread-eagle on the

melted cheese, or an old sock..Swinging toward the open door, he saw that the dead detective was true to his word: He wasn't here..In a swirl of London Fog and righteous

indignation, Neddy turned his back on Junior and drifted away through the nibbling, nattering crowd.."I should," Tom agreed, "but the point is this. . ." With the finesse of a

magician, he allowed the salt shaker to slip out of the concealment of his palm, and stood it beside the pepper. "This is also me.".This didn't seem strange to him. Among

the many things that no longer mattered were the concepts of distance and time.
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