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today, your time to get this guide as on the list of compromises has been ready. Colman nodded. "Gone to the storeroom with Hanlon and Lechat. Everything was quiet

upstairs when we left".known and those hideous cadavers..After spending a few years as a systems design engineer, he transferred into selling and later joined the

computer industry as a salesman, working with ITF, Honeywell, and Digital Equipment Corporation. He also worked as a life insurance salesman for two years ". . . to have

a break from the world of machines and to learn something more, about people.".Kath switched on her impish smile again. 'That's all I'm prepared to say," she replied. "For

now, anyway. I just thought you'd like to hear it." She turned to Jay to change the subject. "Chang told my son Adam about you, and Adam says you ought to drop by

sometime, Jay. He lives in Franklin, so it wouldn't be far. Why don't you do that?".hours at the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten were drawing toward a close,

and a.their bladders: a longer rest stop than they had planned. Yet he'll never elude his pursuers if he remains on.Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering

from being invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among the gleaming

equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the middle of the control-room floor and looked

around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had heard it for a long time.."It's not subject to finite arithmetic," Pernak

agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of currency are based on its being backed by a finite standard because that's all we've ever known. The gold-standard

behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their minds, which they consider to be an infinite resource. Therefore they do their accounting with a calculus of infinities.

You take something from infinity, and you've still got infinity left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits with the way they think".prepared for

minor injuries while on the road. And because Leilani understood her mother's penchant for."They're not all like that, are they?" Bobby asked, looking hopefully at

Colman..saddles to a rodeo or a show arena. They might have become part of the net that is closing around him,.Yesterday, in this yard, as Micky had broiled on the lounge

chair, amused and a little disoriented by her.deteriorating condition causes the boy concern. The trucker seems on the brink of a medical emergency.."Who are you?" he

demanded. The formality had evaporated from his voice. "Are you in authority here? If so, what are your rank and title?".he looks more directly, he sees only tall grass

trembling in the breeze. Yet these phantom out runners."It's a thought," Wellesley agreed distantly. He cast his eyes round the table. "Does anybody have a better idea?"

Nobody did. "So let's get Merrick here and talk to him," Wellesley said. He sat back and placed his hands on the edge of the table. "This would be a good time to break for

lunch. Scribe, adjourn the session here. We will reconvene in ninety minutes. Contact Leighton Merrick in Engineering, and have him join us then. Also ask him to bring with

him two of his more capable officers. Advise me at once if there are any difficulties. That's all."."A new lover. What do you think?".."Yes, Frank Hoskins," Juanita said. "And

that funny man who made the speech and led the act up in the Kuan-yin is in charge---Farnhill,".She cracked her hip against the chunky post at the corner of the footboard,

fell against the bed, but at.comment on them, because she surely knew that consolation wouldn't be welcome..Although it seemed unrelated to Leilani Klonk, Micky recalled

something that her aunt Geneva had said."She's real protective," the boy assures him..any kind. After the juice, all he can count on is kicking their sex organs.."Is this what

the cities back on Earth were like?".the calm night had no breath to cool the summer soup..rapped on the jamb..Jay nodded and smiled. "You're right. We did.".place as

though it were Eden re-created, everything here was inferior to the original Garden in all ways.excitable and shallow and, in general, dorky to the max..Colman had been

intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team working under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and

their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces

from five years back were there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for

their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts

academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show, one of Chiron's major entertainment attractions;

Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who

seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was heading a research project in biochemistry at the university where Pernak still

investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and

thriving city-which used full-scale steam loco.From these rescues, Noah inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its.was solely to blame for what

she had become. The anger that she'd once directed at others had been.Hunted and the Would-Be Chameleon. This isn't a published work, of course, although in the boy's

mind,.As she crossed the next backyard, where earlier her mother danced with the moon, Leilani admitted that."Mrs. D," Leilani said to Geneva, "that creepy rosebush of

yours just made obscene gestures at me.".of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't have enough misery in it to.None of them was

Mickey, Minnie, Donald, or Goofy..While Alan Jackson filled the jukebox with a melancholy lament about loneliness, Noah fished the.Kath suggested a place in town called

The Two Moons, which was where she and her friends usually went for entertainment and company, and was just the right distance for a refreshing walk on an evening like

this. On the way they passed the house that Colman and his companions had stopped by earlier in the day, which prompted him to mention the painter's robot. "It looked as

if it was learning the trade," Colman said..Jay sat at an empty booth while Colman collected two coffees from the counter, then inserted' his Army pay-card into a slot. In a

lot of ways lay reminded Colman of himself when he was a lot younger. Colman had acquired his name from a professional couple who adopted him when he was eleven to

provide company for their own son, Don, who was two years older. They hadn't wanted to disrupt their careers by having another child of their own. Colman's stepfather

was a thermodynamics engineer involved with heat exchangers in magnetohydrodynamics systems, which accounted for Colman's early interest in technology. Although

the Colmans had done their best to treat both boys equally, Steve resented Don's basic schooling and was jealous when Don went to college to study engineering, even

though he himself had then been too young W do the 'same. The rebelliousness that" had contributed W Steve's being placed in the home for wayward adolescents from

which he had been adopted reappeared, resulting in his giving the couple some hard times, which upon reflection he felt bad about. For some reason that Steve didn't

understand, he felt that if he could help Jay realize his potential and use the opportunities he had, it would make up for all that. Why, he didn't know, because nothing he did

now could make any difference to the Colmans, who were probably old and gray somewhere, but he felt he owed it to them. People's minds worked like that. Minds could
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be very strange..The killers had been even closer on his trail than he'd feared. What he sensed, stepping into that upstairs."I pretend to," Leilani said quietly. "Around Dr.

Doom, I play along with his story, all agog over Luki.Sinsemilla said, "Oh, Lani, baby, you should see yourself! You look so completely St. Patrick, in a total.Now, in the Utah

night, he sits boldly in the Explorer and sings along with the catchy music on the radio,.that has broken out behind him..He turned right and, within another block and a half,

arrived at a tavern. Here he might not be able to."Well-of course.".Wellesley seemed thoughtful. "I wonder if Leighton Merrick and his specialists could run a place like that,"

he mused. After a few seconds, he added hastily, "Not immediately, of course, but at some time in the future, possibly, depending on circumstances. As insurance, it would

certainly pay us to know something more about it.".When brittle wood cracked and she felt a picket underfoot, she knew that she'd found the passage in the.Colman looked

away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to

escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the

Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the

other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to

come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company,

since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one

operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless

specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room,

no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he

would have to leave that to Hanlon..The_ prednct outside was full of people wasting the evening while trying to figure out what to do with it, when Colman and Anita

emerged from the Bowry and turned to follow the others, who were already some distance ahead. Anita stopped to fish for something in. her pocketbook, and Colman

slowed to a halt to wait. The touch of her hand resting on his arm in the bar had been stimulating, and the faint whiff of perfume he had caught when she leaned forward to

pick up her glass, tantalizing. What the hell? he thought. She's not a kid. A guy needed a break now and again after twenty years of being cooped up in a

spaceship;.goddess.."When I went to Port Norday with Jay, I found out that they're planning a new complex farther north. They're going to need engineers-fusion engineers.

They practically told me I'd have no problem getting in there, to a top job maybe, Think of it-our own place just like we've always said, and no more crap from Merrick or any

of them!" Bernard threw his hands high. "I could be me for the first time in my life. . . and so could you, all of us. We don't have to listen to them telling us who we are and

what we have to be ever again. Doesn't that.." His voice trailed away as he saw that it wasn't having the effect he had hoped. Jean was backing away through the door,

shaking her head in mute protest..rest against the toe of one of the boots. The parking-lot light is bright enough that from a distance of a."Sure," Chang said confidently. "I'll

give you a call when I've talked to Adam. He's the friend. Would Jay like to go too."?.His confidence is restored.."To be fair," Leilani said, forking pie into her mouth as she

talked, "my dear mater isn't always drugged.evening. She must have left before it happened." Beside Sirocco, Colman breathed an audible sigh of relief..The fallen fence

pales clicked and rattled under Micky's feet as she entered the adjoining property..Driscoll propped his gun against the wall, fished a pack and lighter from inside his jacket,

lit up, and leaned back to exhale with a grateful sigh. The irritability that he had been feeling wafted away with the smoke. The robot set down its piece of tubing, folded its

arms, and leaned back against the wall, evidently programmed to take its cues from the behavior of the people around it. Driscoll looked at it with a new curiosity. His

impulse was to strike up a conversation, but the whole situation was too strange. The thought flashed through his mind that it would have been a lot easier if the robot had

been an EAF infantryman. Driscoll would never have believed he could feel anything in common with the Chinese. He didn't know whether he was talking to the robot, or

through it to computers somewhere else in the Kuan-yin or even down on Chiron, maybe; whether they had minds or simply embodied some fever programming, or what.

He had talked to Colman about machine intelligence once. Colman said it was possible in principle, but a truly aware artificial mind was still a century away at least. Surely

the Chironians couldn't have advanced that much. "What kind of a machine are you?" he asked, "I mean, can you think like a person? Do you know who you

are?'.politics?helping troubled youth, turning their lives around.".hollow note in this confined space..EVEN IN HIS short time at the university near Franklin, Jerry Pernak had

learned that Chironian theoretical and experimental physics had departed significantly from the mainstream being pursued on Earth. The Chironian scientists had not so

much advanced past theft terrestrial counterparts; rather, as perhaps was not surprising in view of the absence on Chiron of traditional habits of thought or. authorities

whose venerable opinions could not be challenged until after they were dead, they had gone off in a totally unexpected direction. And some of the things they had stumbled

across on theft way had left Pernak astounded..Even poor Mr. Hooper or the real Forrest Gump could find his way here without an escort..witnesses..Standing a short

distance apart from the group in the opposite direction, Colman was becoming as fed up as the rest of them. It was midafternoon, and Farnhill's party was still inside with no

sign yet that whatever was going on was anywhere near ending. The squad's orders were to stand easy, which helped a bit, but all the same, things were starting to drag.

He heaved a sigh and for the umpteenth time paced slowly across to the corner of the building to stand gazing past it at the above-surface portion of the complex. Behind

him, Driscoll and Stanislau stopped talking about Carson's sex lie abruptly as two Chironians stopped by on their a t the m entrance..give a rat's ass whether it was

poisonous or not, because it could have changed her life if it had gotten.The pole rested in U-shaped brackets. She lifted it up and out of the fixtures. The hangers slid off

the.from her brain probably blew out power-company transformers all over the Bay Area. Great pie, Mrs..in airsickness bags, had been born from the headwaters of the

human gene pool, before the river flowed.scar tissue..jewel-sharp, jewel-dark colors, like a pirate's treasure of sapphires spilled among emeralds, scattered.This was nice.

Quiet. Placing a nonstick cotton pad over the punctures. Opening a roll of two-inch-wide.Leilani didn't suggest that an Egyptian queen who had reigned more than two

thousand years ago.Recognizing the sudden hardness in Noah's demeanor, she said, "What did you think I was going to."But eleven people? How could he?".audience of

one.
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